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On fixed-usage honorifics in Hokushin Dialect in Nagano prefecture
from the perspective of spoken discourse

OKI Hiroko

Abstract

In Nagano prefecture, the Hokushin dialect area is one in which fixed-usage honorifics
are used, whereas in the other areas of Nagano, relative-usage honorifics are used.
In this respect the Hokushin dialect resembles the Kansai, Hokuriku and Niigata
dialects, although this paper also discusses how Hokushin fixed-usage honorifics
contain features which differ from Kansai honorifics in spite of being described by the
same term. In this paper, the author reconsiders and describes Hokushin dialect
honorifics at the level not only of word and grammar but also of spoken discourse by
drawing on “A Description of the Languages of Nagano Prefecture” .

Honorifics are used in the sentence predicate when a subject is in the third-person
and is not the person being addressed but someone referred to. In the Kyoto-Osaka
(Keihan) dialect, honorifics used of the third person are a stable feature of speech
addressed to members of the family regarded as being of higher status. And from
the perspective of grammar, honorific vocabulary (‘haru’, ‘yaru’) and abusive
vocabulary (‘yoru', ‘toru’) are included in the same paradigm and used in the
same position in the sentence according to an affective modality. In contrast to
Keihan dialect usage, Hokushin dialect honorifics have no affective modality.
Furthermore, in Keihan dialect, fixed-usage and third-person honorifics are both
observed, whereas in some Hokushin dialect areas third-person honorifics continue
to be used even though fixed-usage honorifics have fallen into disuse. In areas where
fixed-usage honorifics are no longer heard, third-person honorifics are still used not
of family members but in the neighborhood community. This phenomenon is a
consequence of the location of Hokushin dialect adjacent to areas to the south where
a relative-usage honorifics is found in dialects such as Toshin and Chishin, and where
third-person honorifics are not used of family members. Hokushin dialect honorifics

have a richer vocabulary than the honorifics of the Toshin and Chishin dialects.

Keywords: fixed-usage honorifics, relative-usage honorifics, Hokushin dialect in

Nagano prefecture, Kyoto-Osaka dialect, third-person honorifics





